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About thi s report  and the deve lopment proposal :  
 

This heritage assessment report has been prepared in support of the planning 

proposal to undertake the redevelopment of the Liberty service station 

(owned by North Coast Petroleum), located on Glen Innes Road, Inverell. 

 

1. To re-zone Lot 1 DP 326225 (3 Chester Street, Inverell), Lot 2 DP 326225 (5 Chester 

Street, Inverell) and Lot 3D 360441 (7 Chester Street, Inverell) from R1 General 

Residential to B1 Neighbourhood Centre.  

 

2. To remove the minimum lot size applicable to Lot 1 DP 326225 (3 Chester Street, 

Inverell), Lot 2 DP 326225 (5 Chester Street, Inverell) and Lot 3D 360441 (7 Chester 

Street, Inverell), consistent with the surrounding B1 Neighbourhood Centre zone.  

 

3.  To amend Schedule 1 Additional Permitted Uses of the Inverell Local Environmental 

Plan 2012 to permit “Specialised Retail Premises” on 24 to 28 Glen Innes Road and 1 

to 7 Chester Street, being Lot 1 DP 322074, Lot 1 DP 666824, Lot 1 DP 334109, Lot 2 

DP 322074, Lot 1 DP 326225, Lot 2 DP 326225 and Lot 3D DP 360441.  
 

The house located at 3 Chester Street is listed as an item of environmental heritage on 

the Inverell Shire Council Local Environmental Plan 2012 (ISC LEP). In accordance with 

clause 5.10. – and especially subclauses 2 & 5 of the ISC LEP – this report has 

addressed the heritage impact of the proposed rezoning of the land on which the 

dwelling is located, and the dwellings consequent demolition, to make way for the 

redevelopment of the service station. The relevant clauses in the LEP that trigger this 

assessment are: 

 

 (2) Requirement for consent  

Development consent is required for any of the following— 

 
(a)  demolishing or moving any of the following or altering the exterior of any of the following 

(including, in the case of a building, making changes to its detail, fabric, finish or appearance)— 

(i)  a heritage item, 

(ii)  an Aboriginal object, 

(iii)  a building, work, relic or tree within a heritage conservation area, 

(b)  altering a heritage item that is a building by making structural changes to its interior or by making 

changes to anything inside the item that is specified in Schedule 5 in relation to the item, 

(c)  disturbing or excavating an archaeological site while knowing, or having reasonable cause to 

suspect, that the disturbance or excavation will or is likely to result in a relic being discovered, 

exposed, moved, damaged or destroyed, 

 

(5) Heritage assessment  

The consent authority may, before granting consent to any development— 

 

(a)  on land on which a heritage item is located, or 

(b)  on land that is within a heritage conservation area, or 

(c)  on land that is within the vicinity of land referred to in paragraph (a) or (b), 
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require a heritage management document to be prepared that assesses the extent to which the carrying 

out of the proposed development would affect the heritage significance of the heritage item or heritage 

conservation area concerned. 

 

About  the dwell ing a t  3  Chester  S t reet :  

The NSW Heritage Inventory, the database managed by the NSW Heritage Office that 

records the details of heritage items listed in the state of NSW (of local and state 

significance), contains only sparse details about the house at 3 Chester Street. This 

includes: 

 

1. ‘A description of the item’, as follows: 
 

‘A single storey, face brick and iron hipped roofed, Californian Bungalow style house. There is a 

front verandah, and a gable front, with groups of columns. 

The house has casement windows.’ 

 

2. ‘Historical notes’, that state: 

‘This building may have been associated with the adjacent cordial factory’. 

 

The Inverell Heritage Study, undertaken in 1986, which saw the Bungalow first listed on 

the ISC LEP indicated that the item was listed as an example of an ‘exemplar Californian 

Bungalow style house’.1 

 

In addition to the SHI datasheet, which indicates that the bungalow’s listing was in-part 

made in recognition of the potential association of the item with the ‘history of the 

adjacent cordial factory’, further research undertaken to compile this report has 

concluded the following about the bungalow, the cordial factory, and the history of 

both these buildings or sites. 

 

• A cordial factory was first established on the corner of Bent Street (now Glen Innes 

Road) and Chester Street by Messrs Brissett & Co (also known as the Brissett 

brothers – Albert and Joseph) in 1902;2 

 

• By 1910 the Brisset’s business included an ice works and wood plant;3 

 

• It is documented (written and photographic sources) that soon after 1910 the 

Thomas brothers, or F & E Thomas, took over the Brissett brothers cordial factory 

site to develop and manufacture their own cordials. The 1913 electoral roll for 

 
1 Heritage datasheet provided by Inverell Shire Council, see Appendix One. 
2 LOCAL AND GENERAL (1902, September 9). The Inverell Argus (NSW : 1899 - 1904), p. 2. Retrieved March 3, 2021, 
from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article176981348 
3 A Busy Corner. (1910, January 18). The Inverell Times (NSW : 1899 - 1907, 1909 - 1954), p. 2. Retrieved March 3, 
2021, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article184474732 
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Inverell indicated that Ernest Thomas was a cordial-maker and Frederick a cordial 

manufacturer. Both were registered as residing at Bent Street in 1913; 

 

• By 1925 the Thomas brothers’ business at Bent Street manufactured cordial 

alongside operating an ice works and an ice cream manufacture;4 

 

• By 1929 the Thomas brothers built a new brick brewing room at the Bent Street 

cordial factory site;5 

 

• Based on ‘reading’ the historic fabric of the bungalow at 3 Chester Street, it is 

believed that the house dates from the interwar era (i.e. 1915-1940) but more likely 

c.1920s. Therefore, if the house is associated with any cordial factory if would have 

been the Thomas brothers; 

 

• There is some likelihood that the house at 3 Chester Street was built at the same 

time as the cordial factory was ‘updated’ in 1929, as it dates from a similar era and 

both buildings were constructed from local red bricks. The desktop research 

outlined in this report, however,  has not revealed sufficient evidence to confirm the 

house’s believed connection with the cordial factory; 

 

• No evidence was uncovered to indicate that the house was lived in by either of the 

Thomas brothers – electoral rolls dating from 1913 to 1973 were searched for any 

evidence of this. In 1913 both brothers were recorded as living in Bent Street, not 

Chester Street, which the bungalow clearly fronts. By the time it was built the 

brothers were living at other addresses, both were married and had children, which is 

why they probably moved on from Bent Street.6 

 

• The house at 3 Chester street is a modest but decent-sized family home from the 

inter-war era, there is no firm reason to suggest it could have been built to house 

the Thomas’ factory workers; 

 

• The Thomas brothers continued to operate the cordial factory and associated 

businesses throughout the 1930s, but by 1944 they had sold the business to Inverell 

Cordials.7 

 
4 FREEZING WORKS (1922, December 22). The Inverell Times (NSW : 1899 - 1907, 1909 - 1954), p. 7. Retrieved 
March 3, 2021, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article184794079 
5 INVERELL CORDIAL FACTORY. (1929, August 7). The Inverell Times (NSW : 1899 - 1907, 1909 - 1954), p. 4. 
Retrieved March 3, 2021, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article186094015 
6 Electoral rolls accessed for the Inverell township were accessed via Ancestry.com and searched for Frederick C 
Thomas (1882-1975) and Ernest N Thomas (1889-1968). 
7 Advertising - (1944, November 20) The Inverell Times (NSW : 1899 - 1907, 1909 - 1954), p. 3, Retrieved March 3, 

2021. 
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A bo ve :  P hot o of  B r i s se t t ’ s  co rd i a l  f ac t o ry  wh ich appeared i n  The Aus t ra l i an 

Town and C ount ry  J ou rnal ’ s  f eat u re  on  t he  t own of  Inv ere l l  i n  190 5 . 8 The 

f act o ry  was  run by  bro the r s  J oseph ( 18 59 -1 93 7)  and A lbe r t  ( 18 63 -1 94 7)  

B r i s set t .  The B r i s se t t  b rot he r s  a l so ope ra ted a n i ce  work s  and had ho te l  

i n te re st s  i n  Inve re l l  when ope rat ing  the  co rdi a l  f ac t o ry .  J o seph B r i sset t  was  

an  A lde rm an and served  as  t he  M ayor  of  I nv e re l l  ( 19 07 -19 09 ) .  

 

 

 

 

Above: Advertisement from The Inverell Times  marketing the Thomas brother’s cordial, ice works 

and ice cream, business. Frederick and Ernest Thomas took over Brissett’s cordial factory in the early 

1910s. The Inverell Times (NSW : 1899 - 1907, 1909 - 1954), p. 5. Retrieved March 3, 2021, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article184196497 

 

 

 
8 Inverell—A Northern Town of N.S.W. (1905, August 23). Australian Town and Country Journal (Sydney, NSW : 
1870 - 1919), p. 33. Retrieved March 3, 2021, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article71533741 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article184196497
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A bo ve :  Im age of  t he  sam e p rem ise s  on t he  co rne r  of  B ent  and Chest e r  S t reet s  

shown on t he  page p r ior ,  but  he re  bea r i ng t he  nam es of  F& E [ F rede r ick  and 

E rnest ]  Thom as .  Th i s  im age was  fea tu red i n  The Inv e re l l  T im es  i n  201 7 . 9  

 

Notwithstanding insufficient evidence to firmly establish the connection between the 

Thomas brother’s cordial factory and the house at 3 Chester Street, the bungalow is a 

local example of an interwar brick Californian bungalow. It has architectural or 

aesthetic features that are historic in nature, in that this type or style of house is no 

longer constructed.  

 

The bungalow at 3 Chester Street also sits within a residential neighbourhood of older 

or historic style houses – several which are also heritage listed. This includes at 19 

Chester Street a Federation style timber house; and at 38 Chester Street an ‘early 

Federation style brick home’.10 

 

And though the bungalow has been modified (see images below) it demonstrates 

significant intact historic fabric and features that illustrate its inter-war architectural 

style – including overall form, front gable, timber windows, internal layout, internal 

timber work and ceilings. ‘Extensions’ were made at the rear and side (north-eastern 

elevation) in the c. late-1980s. Significant work would be needed to make-good the 

building, and to restore, re-introduce and highlight its heritage features to return it to 

being an exemplar example of a brick Californian bungalow. 

 
9 https://www.inverelltimes.com.au/story/4760475/real-bottler-of-a-business/  
10 https://apps.environment.nsw.gov.au/dpcheritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=1820052; 
https://apps.environment.nsw.gov.au/dpcheritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=1820053 
 

https://www.inverelltimes.com.au/story/4760475/real-bottler-of-a-business/
https://apps.environment.nsw.gov.au/dpcheritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=1820052
https://apps.environment.nsw.gov.au/dpcheritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=1820053
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A bo ve :  im age  showing the  ov e ra l l  fo rm of  t he  bunga low a t  3  C hes te r  S t reet ,  I nve re l l ,  

a s  seen t oday .  The  home  dem onst rat e s  t yp ica l  f eat u re s  of  an i nt e rwar  Ca l i f o rn i an 

bunga low ,  inc lud ing i t s  dom ina t ing f ront  gab le ,  v e randah  o r  po rc h ,  c asem ent  

w indows and F r ench doors .  Be lo w:  Th i s  m age shows the  bungalow c .1 98 6 and befo re  

m od i f i c a t i on s  were m ade to  t he  ‘ s i de ’  v e randah o r  po r c h .  I t  a l so i ndi cate s  t he  

m od i f i c a t i on s  m ade to  t he  b r i ck work  a long t he  f ront  ve randah ,  and t hat  i t s  o r i g ina l  

f ence has  been rem ov ed.  
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A bo ve :  Th i s  im age  shows  t he  ‘c l os i ng  i n ’  o f  t he  s i de  po rch  o f  t he  bungalow ( pos t -

1 98 6) .  An  ex t ens io n has  a l so  been m ade  t o t he  rea r  of  t he  bunga low ,  shown be l ow .  

Im ages  t aken by  K a t e  Gahan and wi t h  pe rm i ss ion f rom owner  and tenan t .   
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A bo ve  and be low :  Im age s  show som e of  t he  h i s t o r i c  f eat u re s  s t i l l  ev iden t  in  t he  

bunga low .  Th i s  inc ludes  p l a st e r  ce i l i ngs ,  a  deco rat iv e  t imbe r  a r chway in  t he  hal l ,  

t im be r  a r ch i t r aves  and door  f r am es ,  m an t e l  r a i l s ,  f i r epl aces  and m ant e l  p i e ce ,  

and  an i n te rna l  ha l lway cupboard .  O the r  f eat u res  i nc l ude w indows ,  doors  and 

wooden f loo r .  Im ages  t ak en by  K at e  Gahan  and  w i t h  pe rm i ss ion  f rom owner  a nd 

t enant .    
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A bo ve :  Im ages  showing som e of  the  ot he r  in t ac t  h i s to r ic  fea t ure s  in  t he  

bunga low ,  inc lud ing t he  k i t chen f i rep l ace  /  s t ov e .  The  shot  on t he  r i ght  

shows t he  hal lway ce i l i ng .  Be lo w:  im age of  t he  ‘edge ’  o f  bunga low ,  t he  

ne ighbour ing t im be r  house at  1  Ches t e r  S t reet ,  and t he  L ibe rt y  S e rv ice  

S ta t i on t ha t  f ront s  the  G len Innes  Road .  The  bunga low and t he  

ne ighbour ing house ,  a s  shown he re ,  a re  l ocat ed on t he  ‘out er - edge ’  o f  

t he  sur rounding ne ighbourhood,  whi c h con t a in s  a  mi x  of  o lde r -s ty l e  

hom es .  
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A bo ve  and be low :  ex am ple s  of  t he  m i x  of  t imbe r  hom es l ocat ed i n  t he  

ne ighbourhood  imm ed iat e  t o  t he  house a t  3  C hest e r  S t reet .  The bungalow s i t s  on 

t he  ‘edge ’  o f  t h i s  ne ighbourhood .  
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I mages  on  t h i s  page  and 

o ppos i te  page :  Fu rt he r  

e x amp les  o f  t he  m i x  of  t im be r  

hom es seen i n  t he  

ne ighbourhood  su r round ing  

t he  bunga low  at  3  C hest e r  

S t reet .  The  mi dd le  and 

bo tto m i mages  show  t he  

o t he r  he r i t age l i s t ed hom es at  

3 8  and 1 9  Chest e r  S t reet .  The 

l ocat i on of  t he  bunga low  at  3  

C hest e r  S t ree t  on t he  edge of  

t h i s  ne ighbourhood m it i gat es  

t he  im pact  of  i t s  p roposed 

dem o l i t i on  –  i n  t ha t  r em ov a l  

f rom  t he  ne ighbourhood w i l l  

no t  d i s rup t  t he  aes thet i c  

un i f o rmi ty  of  o lde r  s t y l e  

houses  f ound i n  t h i s  l oca l i t y .  

And ,  t hough C hes t er  S t ree t  i s  

a  her i tage l i s ted  exam p le  of  

I nv e re l l ’ s  h i s t o r i c  hous ing  

s t ock ,  t he  ne ighbourhood 

i nc ludes  m any ot he r  

im port ant  e x am p le s  of  

h i s to r ic  homes i n  I nv e re l l ,  o f  

wh i ch  t wo nea rby a re  he r i t age  

l i s t ed .  
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Heritage impact of  rezoning the land and demoli shing the br ick 

bungalow at  3 Chester St reet :  

 

A. The proposed rezoning and demolition of the bungalow at 3 Chester Street will result 

in the following negative heritage impacts: 

 

1. The destruction of an inter-war style brick bungalow which is speculated to have 

a link with the history of cordial manufacture in the town of Inverell – between 

the years 1901- c. 1935. Its demolition will remove tangible evidence of the 

house from the historic neighbourhood and Chester Street. 

 

B. The following aspects of the proposal to rezone the land and demolish the brick 

bungalow at 3 Chester Street Inverell mitigate the impact of its demolition, or its 

removal from this residential neighbourhood that contains many historic houses, in 

the following ways: 

 

1. The bungalow is situated on ‘the edge’ of the neighbourhood in which it is 

located, therefore its potential to interrupt the uniform aesthetic of historic 

houses in this part of Inverell is minimised. There are many examples of historic 

houses in the neighbourhood, two of these are heritage listed;  

 

2. While the bungalow is an example of an interwar era house, which is of a type or 

style no longer constructed, other examples of inter-war or brick bungalow 

houses are found locally, and regionally across the New England region;  

 

3. If the bungalow was associated with the Thomas’ cordial factory its demolition 

will not undermine any potential to learn more about the cordial factory, or the 

men who operated it. This information will potentially be in paper or 

photographic records; 

 

4. The bungalow’s location adjacent the service station, and nearby the Glen Innes 

Road, diminishes the potential for this item to be restored and maintained as a 

house that demonstrates important heritage values.  

 

Recommendation:  

This report, together with a set of digital archival quality images  of the bungalow, is 

deposited with the Inverell library as a record of the house and the speculation that it is 

associated with the Thomas brothers’ cordial factory. 

 
 
 

Advertising (1937, December 6). The Inverell Times (NSW : 1899 - 1907, 1909 - 1954), p. 3. 

Advertising (1937, December 6). The Inverell Times (NSW : 1899 - 1907, 1909 - 1954), p. 3. 

Retrieved March 3, 2021, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article185380463 
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